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“Adventure is worthwhile in itself.” ~ Amelia Earhart 

Welcome to the Allegheny Mountain Chapter November 2020, December 2020, and January            
2021 Newsletter. Like everyone, I am happy that 2020 is in the rearview mirror! The COVID                
virus has made visiting friends and enjoying gatherings difficult, and has led to many feeling               
isolated. This had to be one of the hardest newsletters to put together, as our club, like most                  
organizations, had to cancel events for the safety of its members. Without AMC gatherings, our               
newsletter is a skeleton of what I hope it will be in 2021. I am staying positive and hoping that                    
2021 will bring protection from the virus and allow everyone to reconnect with friends and               
family; and that we can continue with the hobbies we love. My name is Glenn Lynch, and I                  
generate the Allegheny Mountain Chapter’s Newsletter. I would appreciate your help with            
articles, pictures, or any miscellaneous information that our motorcycle community should be            
aware of. I am open to your ideas, and would like to know what you would want to see in our                     
newsletter. Even if you don’t feel like you are a good writer, I know we can still benefit from                   
your stories and experiences. Just jot your thoughts on paper. With your permission, I will edit                



for grammar and spelling, and you will see it was easy to share with the AMC your knowledge                  
and experiences. This newsletter is for our chapter community, and I would love for our               
Allegheny Mountain Chapter community to help me in this endeavor. Please e-mail me at              
panhead_48@comcast.net with anything you would like to be included in the next newsletter             
which will be electronically sent at the end of January 2021. 

 
Newsletter Editor Note: 
A big thank you to Todd Mickinak, Jason Zerbini, Paul Greenwood and Joe Ferri for your                
help with this newsletter!  

Please contact Todd Mickinak if you would like an AMC T-shirt.  

Membership, looking over the paid dues for 2021, I noticed that a few members haven’t paid                
their dues for 2021. Those of you that paid, thank you very much. The AMC appreciates it!                 
Those of you that haven’t, this is a friendly reminder that your 2021 dues are outstanding as                 
they are usually paid at the Fall meeting in November. 

Thank you in advance! 
Your riding buddy! ~Glenn 

President’s Message 

President’s Message 
  
Hello Allegheny Mountain Chapter Members, 
 
Winter is here! This winter I, like many of you, have had some “winter projects” with the old                  
iron in the garage. I am anxious to write a story about my projects for future newsletters. I am                   
sure many of you have also been busy working on your old bikes, and have a story or two to                    
share. I know many of us stand around and discuss these projects before and after rides, but it                  
would be great for you to share in the newsletter as well. I am always fascinated by everyone’s                  
stories. I hope everyone is wrapping up their winter projects because spring is fast approaching               
which means our annual spring meeting is right around the corner. It will be great to be able to                   
get back together again and make plans for the upcoming events in 2021. 
 
It is time to start thinking about our ride schedule, and hopefully, members will come up with                 
new ideas to explore. If you would like to sponsor a ride, please contact Jason Zerbini at                 
jzriv@windstream.net. As a reminder, you can pair up with other Chapter Members and work              
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together on sponsoring a ride as well. If you have a route planned, but are just not sure how to                    
go about sponsoring a ride, contact Jason and he will help guide you through the process. 
 
Some of us did manage to get out for one last ride a couple more times after the Annual Fall ride.                     
Member Curt Poole led a group of us to a Vintage Motorcycle Trials event in Acme, PA on                  
October 11th which turned out to be very interesting to watch. Since the Fall weather continued                
to treat us good, VP Joe Ferri led 20 of us on one more additional ride on Nov. 7th starting at                     
Joey's Edge with a snack before leading us on a "Dam Tour" past the Loyalhanna and                
Conemaugh Dams then stopping in Salina for a refreshment. That was the final group ride of                
2020. It would be great to have both of those rides repeat again this year for those of you who                    
were unable to make it last year. If we can get those on the schedule again this year, I highly                    
recommend them both! 
 
We intend to get the season started with our Annual Spring Chapter Meeting on Saturday, April                
3rd at 11:30 A.M. The meeting will be at a new location, the Lamplighter Restaurant, 6566                
William Penn Hwy. (Rt. 22), Delmont, PA 15625. We have secured a private meeting room               
again for this year, courtesy of VP Joe Ferri. There is plenty of parking so come early for a little                    
parking lot chatter. We will be having a brunch buffet at 12:00 prior to our meeting. The cost is                   
$12.95 per person. If you plan on attending the meeting, please RSVP to myself              
(tmick55@gmail.com) or Joe (joeystheedge1@yahoo.coom) so we can get an idea on how much             
food to have prepared. 
 
Many have missed the opportunity to pay their club dues since we were not able to have our Fall                   
meeting. We currently have 46 paid for this year which is down 40-50 members from last year.                 
If you have yet to pay, please send your membership dues (along with any contact information                
changes) to: 
 
Joseph Baird, Treasurer  
Allegheny Mountain Chapter, Inc. 
921 Carlisle St. 
Natrona Heights, PA 15065-1013 
 
Hopefully the spring meeting will give everyone a chance to get caught up on lost time. I look                  
forward to seeing all of you at the spring meeting.  Get'em Ready! 
 
 
Ride Safe,  
Todd Mickinak 
tmick55@gmail.com 
724-396-1234 



 
 
Board Members 
  
Board Members: 
  
Todd Mickinak, President 
tmick55@gmail.com 
 
Joseph Ferri, Vice President 
joeystheedge1@yahoo.com 
 
Jason Zerbini, Secretary and Event Coordinator 
jzriv@windstream.net 
 
Joe Baird and Kathy Baird, Treasurer and Membership 
baird.jp@gmail.com 
 
Richard Spagnolli, Director 
rspagnolli@aol.com 
 
Bill Hubert, Director 
vntge@zoominternet.net 
 
Justin DeRiggi, Director 
jd.jd631@gmail.com 
 
Tim Reighard, Director 
heymikey0457@aol.com 
 
Glenn Lynch, Director and Newsletter Editor 
panhead_48@comcast.net 
 
Gary Palombia, Webmaster 
webkahuna@amcaamc.com 
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Member Article 
Submitted by:  Glenn Lynch 

Right after our last newsletter, I received a hand-written letter from a member of the Fort Sutter                 
Motorcycle Club in California. Now this was old-school! Hand-written letter on stationery, put             
in an envelope and mailed!!!! As I opened this letter, from a gentleman that I didn’t know, it                  
brought back memories of the old days of writing a letter and sending it using the good old U.S.                   
Post Office. Nowadays, we are so accustomed to email, texting, and social platforms that the               
old-fashioned, good old letter writing, tucking it into an envelope, hand-addressing it, putting a              
stamp on it and mailing it, went out the window. My point is that, this day and age, it felt so                     
good that this individual took the time to write a letter to me to tell us how good of a job that we                       
are doing on the Allegheny Mountain Chapter newsletter. 

The individual that I am talking about is Rich Ostrander from Sacramento, California. Some of               
you may know him, but I do not. In his letter, he stated that he was the Fort Sutter’s Chapter                    
Editor for many years. He also stated that he took part in a few of our Chapter’s Road Runs                   
(Seven Springs and Wellsboro to name a few). He loves seeing the pictures of us on our old                  
motorcycles, riding back roads lined with beautiful trees. He was born in Bradford, PA, but left                
for California in the 1950’s in a Model A on Route 66. Again, I don’t know Rich, but you gotta                    
love this guy!  He came back to support our Chapter’s Road Runs all the way from California! 

At the end of his letter he told me to tell Bill Hubert and Richard Spagnolli that he said, “Hello”.                    
He also said that he sure misses John Harvey. Well Rich, everyone with the AMC also misses                 
John right along with you.  

A big thank you to Rich to take the time to write a “that-a-boy” letter! Also, thank you for the                    
Fort Sutter Motorcycle Club Sacramento sticker! It will be cherished and saved along with your               
note! 

To everyone that reads our newsletter, be safe, stay healthy, and hope to see you down the road! 

Glenn  

 

 



AMCA 2021 National Road Runs / Save the Date 
 
Phoenix Road Runner Chapter National Road Run – June 1-3 
Zion National Park, UT 
(602) 292-7441 
stanthespeedometerman@gmail.com 
 
Rocky Mountain Chapter National Road Run – June 21-23 
Crested Butte, CO 
www.rockymountainamca.com 
 
Yellowstone Chapter National Road Run – July 21-23 
Billings, MT 
heiliger@bresnan.net 
 
Roosevelt Chapter National Road Run – September 7-9 
Detroit Lakes, MN 
www.amcarc.org 
 
Blue Ridge Chapter National Road Runt – September 20-22 
Northwest, NC 
(828) 234-3936 
www.blueridgeamca.org 
 

AMCA 2021 National Meets / Save the Date 

 
Omaha Chapter National Meet – February 26-27 
Fremont, NE 
(402) 510-3725 
www.omahachapteramca.org 
 
Sunshine Chapter National Meet– March 4-6 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 
www.sunshineamca.org 
 
Perkiomen Chapter National Meet – April 23-24 
Oley, PA 
(610) 948-4553 
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Southern National Meet – May 14-16 
Denton, NC 
(417) 838-4777 
www.amcasouthernnationalmeet.com 
 
Empire Chapter National Meet – June 4-6 
Trumansburg, NY 
(315) 382-6711 
www.empirechapter.com 
 
Viking Chapter National Meet – June 11-12 
St. Paul, MN 
(952) 443-2020 
www.vikingmc.org 
 
Fort Sutter Chapter  National Meet –June 18-19 
Dixon, CA 
(916) 485-1721 
www.fortsutteramca.org 
 
Colonial Chapter National Meet – June 25-26 
Harmony, NJ 
(862) 268-5589 
www.colonialchapter.com 
 
Wauseon National Meet – July 16-18 
Wauseon, OH 
www.wauseonnationalmeet.org 
 
Yankee Chapter National Meet – August 6-7 
Terryville, CT 
(203) 675-4894 
www.yankeechapter.org 
 
Chesapeake Chapter National Meet – October 1-2 
Upperco, MD 
(410) 258-5457 
www.ccamca.org 
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Membership 
 
Like all clubs, our membership is important. Please help spread the word for our organization.               
Post events on your Facebook accounts, and talk with other antique motorcycle owners. We              
encourage all our members to be active within our organization. 
 
Please follow our Facebook account Allegheny Mountain Chapter AMCA, and share our posts             
with your Facebook friends. 

 

 
 

Allegheny Mountain Chapter  
Wants You! 

 
Showcased Motorcycle 
 
Showcased motorcycle owned by Joe Ferri: 
To the club,  
 
This is the story of my 1931 Harley-Davidson VL build from the day I decided to buy it till now                    
as I await the final few bits to finish it. 
 
As you can see by this photo, the bike I found and decided to buy looks pretty nice and I’ve been                     
pretty lucky in the past picking winners long-distance. After some conversation with the owner              
and a little research with people who supplied parts, advice and services to the man selling it, I                  
was feeling pretty comfortable with it so off to New York I go with my friend Alex and a rented                    
U-Haul. This was actually more vetting than I usually do, but I wanted to be sure that the bike                   
was right because it was going to be my mount on the Cross Country Chase Road Run that I had                    
entered, and I hoped that the additional points an older bike would be awarded would help me                 
finish higher up in the standings.  



 
When we arrived at the address and saw how the bike looked, I was very excited to hear it run,                    
so out into the frozen drive we pushed it, and after adding fuel and a couple of kicks with the                    
choke closed, I turned on the ignition switch and opened up the choke a couple of clicks, and it                   
was running.  
 
I took a very short ride and it wasn’t too bad, so we got down to settling up with the financial                     
business and back home we headed. I was excited to be finally in the possession of an early VL                   
just like the one I sold so many years ago. 
  
It was in the late 70’s that I bought my first one. That bike, after what was admittedly an amateur                    
restoration, was a great runner and took me many miles on a lot of runs. The first time that I met                     
Curt Poole was on that bike at a gas stop on my way to York, Pa to see the Harley-Davidson                    
factory.  
 
Here’s a picture of my first one. That bike was so good after I had the engine redone that I had                     
no qualms about riding it anywhere and no distance seemed unreasonable. Being very young at               
the time and not having much tied-up in it, believe me I wasn’t afraid to push it either. A few                    
years ago when it popped up I even tried to buy it, but a guy some of you may know, Dave                     
Wasserman, ended up wanting it more than I, but the seed was planted and the search for a                  
suitable VL was on.  
  
Back home in my garage, VL on the lift, I realized that the bike was leaking fuel from what I                    
thought was a petcock. Oh well, that’s no big deal, I’ll address that and she’ll be running in no                   
time. 

 



 
 
 

 



 

 
 
Now I have the tanks off and while my friend Bob Gamache is working his magic, repairing the                  
very botched solder job previously done by a supposed professional, I think I should have a look                 



at the engine and transmission. Turns out that the totally rebuilt engine has two very different                
bore sizes, one is .070 over and the other is 0.40 over. It’s not that uncommon to see, but the                    
larger one is so loose that it would never last more than a very few miles without developing a                   
lot of noise. Not up to any standard I’d be confident in. So now I’m starting to get in over my                     
head so I’m off to Mark Mcclain’s shop in Acme. Mark is a member of our chapter, and as I’m                    
finding out, a real good mechanic and machinist. After completely disassembling the engine, he              
finds more than a few serious problems and sets about making them right. The transmission,               
another issue, is also sent out for a thorough going-over. Ray Bartomeli, a friend that I met on                  
our National Road Run and a fellow VL enthusiast, specializes in early Harley-Davidson             
transmissions. Inside he finds a gear with one of its shift dogs broken off. The broken off part is                   
nowhere to be found, indicating that the transmission was put together like that. It’s becoming               
quite apparent that my totally restored bike was intended to be a static display, not a good                 
running machine. Only one thing to do.  
 
Shabby workmanship is the order of the day.  
 
I tell Mark, tear it down.  
 
It’s now a quest to build the best bike we can with help from many of the people that I have met                      
along the way. The generator is at Retrocycle with Rob Nussbaum. Aaron Anderson’s Picasso              
Auto Body is handling the paint and powder coat work is handled by Durable right at the end of                   
my parking lot. Many new parts and good used ones come from all over the country. Harbor                 
Vintage is one place I find very helpful and I’ve become friends with Dave there. Also, Tom at                  
Replicant Metals.  
 
This had been a very good project and even though I will have way too much time and effort and                    
especially money in this machine, it’s been great getting to know all of the many people who are                  
making it happen, and it’s bringing back a lot of happy memories for me of the times when I                   
redid the first VL. In those days I did most of the work myself, and therefore, it was much less                    
perfect. Now I trust it more to the professionals and it’s showing in the quality of the bike. It’s                   
not going to be a “point bike” but just a good rider, but I won’t worry about where I park it or                      
who touches it and if there is another Cross Country Chase, you can bet that this bike will be in                    
it.  
 
Thanks and I hope you like this little story,  
Joe Ferri 
 



 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Tech Tip 
 
Submitted by Paul Greenwood (Panhead Paul): 
 

Speedometer Maintenance 
 
When I receive a Classic Harley Davidson with the Stewart Warner speedometer, the first thing I                
do is send it out for maintenance and calibration. These old speedos have been in use for quite a                   
number of years, therefore the grease inside can become hardened. The hardened grease can              
cause damage to the unit with continued use. I send them to John Bordas in Texas. You can find                   
his address in our AMCA magazine. 
 
I mentioned in a note to John that the speedo worked, but the needle fluctuated from 40 mph to                   
60 mph when I was traveling at 50 mph. After sending my speedo to John, I soon received a call                    
from him and he said that my speedo only needed the bushing replaced because the speedo cable                 
core was too long. This put too much pressure on the bushing causing it to wear prematurely.                 
John told me that the speedo cable core should be installed from the speedometer end of the                 
cable housing, thus leaving the crimped brass spacer toward the speedometer. The cable core              
should extend ⅛” and no more than 3/32” once the cable core is seated in the cable housing.                  
Measure from the top flange of the cable housing (see photo). If it is longer, trim it down by                   
grinding. 
 
Before final installation of the cable core into the housing, clean, then grease the cable core. I                 
use axle bearing grease. Keep in mind that the speedo cable is exposed to water and heat from                  
the motor.  That in turn can create rust and corrosion, causing damage to the speedometer. 
 
These speedometers are the jewel of our motorcycle and are very expensive to replace. 
 
Happy Motor’n 
Panhead Paul 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Fun Fact 

 
Just in case your Megamillion lottery ticket hits… 
 
According to a January 18, 2021 article by Pickytop, here are the Top 10 Most Expensive                
Motorcycles in the World: 
 
 



10. Ecosse Founder’s Edition Ti XX - $300,000 

 
 
9. Legendary British Vintage Black - $400,000 

 
 



8. Dodge Tomahawk V10 Superbike - $550,000 

 
 
7. Harley-Davidson Cosmic Starship - $1.5 Million 

 



 
6. Harley-Davidson Bucherer Blue Edition - $1.79 Million 

 
 
5. Yamaha BMS Chopper - $3 Million 

 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Hildebrand & Wolfmuller - $3.5 Million 

 
 
3. Ecosse ES1 Spirit - $3.6 Million 

 



 
2. 1949 E90 AJS Porcupine - $7 Million 

 
 
1. Neiman Marcus Limited Edition Fighter - $11 Million 
 

 



Just for Grins 
 

 
 
 
Quote for Thought 
 
“Wherever you are, be all there.” ~Jun Elliott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMCA ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER, INC. 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

STATUS: Please check one. New Member __________Renewal _________ 

NATIONAL AMCA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER (required before local chapter membership 
can be accepted) _______________ 

NAME:________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________  

CITY:__________________________________________________________________  

 ZIP:____________________ TELEPHONE:__________________________________ 

E MAIL:_________________________________ 

Please return your application with $5 annual dues to: 
Joseph Baird, Treasurer  

Allegheny Mountain Chapter, Inc. 
921 Carlisle St. 

Natrona Heights, PA 15065-1013 

Once we have confirmed your status as a current National AMCA member, you will receive a 
membership card by return mail and will be added to our - mail or regular mailing lists. Thank 
you for joining. 


