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“Only those who risk going too far can possibly find out how far they
can go.” ~ T. S. Eliot
Welcome to the Allegheny Mountain Chapter August, September, and October 2020 Newsletter.
As our riding season is coming to a close, I hope everyone is planning a final ride or two before
putting the old iron away for winter. My name is Glenn Lynch, and I generate the Allegheny
Mountain Chapter’s Newsletter. I would appreciate your help with articles, pictures, or any
miscellaneous information that our motorcycle community should be aware of. I am open to
your ideas, and would like to know what you would want to see in our newsletter. This
newsletter is for our chapter community, and I would love for our Allegheny Mountain Chapter
community to help me in this endeavor. Please e-mail me at panhead_48@comcast.net with
anything you would like to be included in the next newsletter which will be electronically sent at
the end of January 2021.

Newsletter Editor Note:
A big thank you to Todd Mickinak, Jason Zerbini, and Karan Andrea for your help with this
newsletter! Please contact Todd Mickinak if you would like an AMC T-shirt. Also, remember
to send in your yearly dues!

President’s Message
President’s Message
Hello Allegheny Mountain Chapter Members,
When all else in 2020 seemed dim, we were able to enjoy great weather this year which provided
us a great riding season with spectacular autumn colors this fall. My hope is that everyone took
advantage of the striking scenery this Autumn.
We had approximately 20 riders participate in our traditional fall ride which started at Keystone
State Park, traveled over to Chestnut Ridge to Ligonier and throughout the Laurel Highlands. I
can say I am grateful for the beauty that is in our backyard, especially during the fall months.
But now, the leaves have turned brown and fallen… the sign that winter is approaching. If we
are lucky, we will still experience some nice days ahead for at least one more ride before we
need to winterize and put away our bikes. Personally, I always keep one bike ready and on
stand-by for a ride on a sunny day throughout the winter season. I just want the ability to say it
is possible to ride a motorcycle 12 months out of the year in Pennsylvania, even if it is just a
short ride down the road.
Despite all the cancellations this year due to the pandemic, the Allegheny Mountain Chapter can
proudly say we managed to get a chapter ride in every month from May to October. Lucky us!
An on-going project is a club member roster that has a picture of each member by their name. I
have been getting individual pictures of members on rides throughout the year for this purpose.
Unfortunately, I have not been able to see everyone. If you have a picture that our organization
can use for this purpose, please send it to tmick55@gmail.com. Once I have collected photos
from our members, I am going to discuss with Gary Palombia the best way to make this on-line
roster happen for the ease and use of our membership.
COVID-19 concerns have resulted in a lot of cancellations this year, and unfortunately, the Fall
Meeting and Christmas Party had to be cancelled for this year as well.

So, it is almost farewell to another year! It is time to start thinking about sponsoring a ride for
next year’s riding schedule.
On Thanksgiving, I will be thankful for the gift of riding with the great friends met through the
AMC, and I wish all of you a day of feasting and peace. Enjoy the holidays, take care, and see
you at the spring meeting.
Ride Safe,
Todd Mickinak
tmick55@gmail.com
724-396-8416

Board Members
Board Members:
Todd Mickinak, President
tmick55@gmail.com
Joseph Ferri, Vice President
joeystheedge1@yahoo.com
Jason Zerbini, Secretary and Event Coordinator
jzriv@windstream.net
Joe Baird and Kathy Baird, Treasurer and Membership
baird.jp@gmail.com
Richard Spagnolli, Director
rspagnolli@aol.com
Bill Hubert, Director
vntge@zoominternet.net
Justin DeRiggi, Director
jd.jd631@gmail.com
Tim Reighard, Director
heymikey0457@aol.com

Glenn Lynch, Director and Newsletter Editor
panhead_48@comcast.net
Gary Palombia, Webmaster
webkahuna@amcaamc.com

Export Annual Street Festival
Hosted by Joe Ferri:
Joe Ferri had a little gathering at his place, Joey’s the Edge, on August 15th, 2020. I couldn’t
attend, but it sounded like a great time. It was Export’s yearly festival, and this year’s theme was
WWII which is noted to be the greatest generation of all time. If you can’t get excited about
that, well just stay home and watch TV. At 3:00 p.m., Export had a vintage bomber and fighter
flyover. I don’t know about you, but when I witness a flyover, the feeling that runs through my
body is undescribable. Live bands and food vendors on hand, made it a wonderful day! Can’t
wait for next year! Thanks again to Joe Ferri for the invite!

Ace Allison’s Competition Aircraft Engines Tour and Ride
Hosted by Todd Mickinak:
Todd Mickinak (continuing with the Export Annual Street Festival WWII theme) sponsored and
planned a history lesson on WWII Aircraft engines, along with a beautiful, well-organized run
through the mountains.
First, we met at ACE Allisons on PA-982 in Latrobe. We were greeted by the owner, Bud
Wheeler. Bud specializes in repairing WWII Allison V-1710 Aircraft Engines for the P-38
Lightning, P-39 Airacobra, and a few others. What a facility Bud runs in Latrobe! I really think
the group appreciated what Bud does for a living. I was amazed at how big these engines are!
Not very many times you see engines of this size sitting on a workbench to be worked on.
After our tour was over, Todd organized and led a wonderful ride taking us through the
mountains of Western Pennsylvania. With COVID going on, no stop for lunch or beer. :(
All in all, it was a great day! Thank you Todd Mickinak for a great day of learning and laughing
out loud!

Todd, Jason, Glenn, Paul G. and Paul B. getting ready for a history lesson.

ACE Allisons headquarters, Latrobe, Pennsylvania

Todd giving an update on the day’s events.

Bud Wheeler, owner of ACE Allisons talking about these vintage engines.

Bud answering questions.

Engine on the workbench.

Engine on the Dyno.

Curt ready to go.

Allegheny Mountain Chapter members ready to go for a ride.

Beautiful roads.

Andy and Paul talking vintage motorcycles.

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Motorbike Backroads Fall Tour
Information provided to the AMC by Tom Furey
With the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix cancelled, classic motorcycles hit the road in Ligonier
and raised money for charity. It was a beautiful late-summer morning. A little chilly with
temperatures in the 40’s, but that didn’t stop 18 enthusiastic bikers. Everyone started from Fort
Ligonier, and traveled 75 miles of back roads through the Laurel Highlands. Everyone had a
fabulous lunch at the Jamison Farm near Crabtree. Thank you Tom Furey for letting our
membership know about this event!

AMCA Chesapeake Meet/Upperco Swap Meet
Unfortunately, I didn’t attend this swap meet, but from what I am hearing, this venue is much
better than before. Looks like they had beautiful weather for the meet. I am disappointed I
missed it.

Beautiful vintage Indian.

Looks to me like this is the judging area.

Vendors galore.

The Banks Brothers looking for rusty gold.

Vendors with blue skies overhead.

An abundance of vendors.

Dave and Ed selling parts.

The green machine.

Vintage Hill Climber

Vintage and Vintage

Beautiful Gulfstream

Looks like Willie was here.

Fall Ride
Hosted by Todd Mickinak
Well, what can I say about the Allegheny Mountain Chapter’s Traditional Fall Ride… If you
were not able to participate, you missed a GOOD ONE! Our fearless leader, Todd Mickinak,
planned out one of our greatest end-of-the-year rides ever! It all started at Keystone State Park,
near New Alexandria, PA. When leaving Keystone State Park, we turned right onto Pittsburgh
Street heading towards Route 259. Rt. 259 wanders through the back hills of Western PA, and
the views of the trees turning their fall colors was amazing. I thought to myself, it doesn’t get
any better than that, but I was wrong. When we made a sharp turn to the right onto Creek Road,
that is when it all started. It was gorgeous… the trees turning orange and yellow, the mountain
roads, heading up and down, twisting and turning… It was so beautiful that I had a hard time
concentrating on where I was going! After Creek Road, we turned onto Rt. 711, one of my
favorite roads in Western PA. After a few beautiful miles on 711, we turned onto Rt. 271. Rt.
271/Ligonier Pike took us through the beautiful Laurel Ridge State Park. After a few more
gorgeous miles, we turned onto Rt. 985/Somerset Pike that took us to some more beautiful
country-side. After that, we turned onto Rt. 30 heading west and stopped at Walat’s Tavern for a
prayer for Marty Walat, owner of one of the greatest biker bars known to man. Marty was found
dead inside the building that was destroyed by fire. God Bless Marty! He will be greatly
missed. After that, the fall ride came to an end with a short stop at Fat Daddy’s Pub and Grille. I
was playing Patrol Officer that day, because I was riding my 1942 Harley-Davidson WLA State
Trooper bike. A few members needed to be pulled over, so I did, into Fat Daddy’s Pub parking
lot. (My wife said my son would do the same thing when he was a little, little boy… I think she
may have been trying to tell me something…) Everyone had so much fun, and we can thank
Todd for those memories! Thanks again Todd for a great season-ending ride!

Willie, Mike, Curt and Jeff solving world problems.

A rose between two thorns.

Couple of old motorcycles ready to go.

It’s nice to see a few of the wives attending.

Todd giving a briefing of the day.

What a beautiful road.

Eager bikers.

Amazing fall scenery.

Who let this guy in….

Gas stop at Sheetz

Authority figure watching over the group.

Grabbing a snack.

Waiting to depart.

President and First Lady.

Vintage BMW.

Beautiful yellow leaves on the turning trees.

Our VP and his better half.

Eddie on his trusted Indian.

Great day out for the Shovelhead.

Beautiful line-up.

Beautiful line-up part two.

Beautiful line-up part three.

End of the ride.

Chit-chat at the Fat

Mantis Trials
Hosted by Curt Poole
A few of us met Curt Poole at the Days Inn parking lot in New Stanton. Curt was our leader that
day, and we were heading to the Mantis Trials in near-by Acme, PA, located right off Clay Pike
Road. If you haven’t experienced a Trials Event, well, you are missing out. Because this was
my first, I thought it was quite interesting. These boys/girls/adults had to maneuver a Trials Bike
through trails/rocks/creeks and not be able to put a foot on the ground. If they did, they were
subtracted in their scoring. It was quite fascinating to see. I didn’t stay long because bad
weather was moving in that day. Thank you to Curt Poole for a great day!

Membership
Like all clubs, our membership is important. Please help spread the word for our organization.
Post events on your Facebook accounts, and talk with other antique motorcycle owners. We
encourage all our members to be active within our organization.
Please follow our Facebook account Allegheny Mountain Chapter AMCA, and share our posts
with your Facebook friends.

Allegheny Mountain Chapter
Wants You!

Tech Tip
Tech Tip submitted by Karan Andrea:

Cutting Down a Motorcycle Windshield
Karan Andrea
Tools used:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Cordless Dremel with cutoff wheel
Belt sander – bench mounted, 400 grit belt
Emery cloth – very fine grit
Sanding block w/fine grit paper
Tape measure
24” level
2-3” wide painter’s tape
Sharpie
String
Screwdriver
Whatever tools you need to remove the plastic windshield from the brackets

PHOTO 1: Tools used to cut my shovelhead windshield down, and the pieces that were
removed. I removed about 2” on each side, and 3-3/4” from the top. I also removed another
1-5/8” from the bottom arc that positions it over the headlight nacelle.
If, like me, you have added a new, old-style windshield to your bike, chances are it comes in one
height, generally suited for someone built like Lerch from the Addams Family, and no one else.
So you have three options:
1.
2.
3.

Live with it.
Take it to someone to have them cut it down.
Figure out how to measure and cut it down yourself.

This is where I found myself with the windshield I ordered for my flathead. There is a good glass
and plastics place near me, and I could have taken it there to have them cut it, but I figured it was
worth trying to do myself. If I actually got it right, I learned another skill, and saved myself some
dough. If I totally screwed it up, I could simply go to my local shop with my messed up plastic
and have them cut me a new one, using mine as the pattern, give or take my mistakes. It was
worth the risk.
I posted the question in a FaceBook group, and the two people who gave me the most solid
advice were Jim Gilfoyle and John Smallwood. Based on the tools I had on hand, I ended up
following John Smallwood’s process a little more closely, and I successfully chopped my
windshield down about 3 inches.
Since then, I found a used windshield that I wanted to put on my ’73 FLH, but the thing looks
like a Captain America shield. It’s way too wide, way too tall, and looks pretty wonky on the
bike, so it’s a perfect candidate for modification. This windshield does not have the beaded edge
on it, so this won’t help you much if that’s the type of windshield you have.
The process I use, like I said, is based on the tools I have on hand, and on John Smallwood’s
advice. There are many ways to get the same results, but the bottom line is that you need to make
your rough cut with something that does not generate so much heat that it melts the plastic
dramatically as you are cutting. Then you need a way to finish the rough edge so that it is nice
and smooth like a factory edge.
Here’s how I did it:
Determine how much windshield to cut off: Sit on the bike in your exact riding position. I
don’t slouch when I ride, but if you do, make sure you are slouching when you determine your
cut. Using a 24” level, I place the end closest to me at the point where I want the windshield
height, and let the other end almost touch the windshield. Be careful not to scratch the ‘shield.
Get the center bubble to read level, and mark the windshield where the top of the level meets it –
use a piece of tape, a sharpie, a china marker – whatever works. Placing the level by my earlobe
basically gets the point just below my nose. This may or may not be your preference, but it is a

starting point. Once you have it marked, measure down from the top edge of the windshield to
this mark and note that measurement.

PHOTO 2: It’s easier with a second person to make sure your level is, well, level, and then you
can mark the new height on the inside of the windshield so you can mark and cut it.
Remove the windshield from the bike: With the older bikes that don’t have the quick release
hardware, this is kind of a pain. I cheat. Just take the plastic off of the hardware, leaving the
brackets attached to the bike. It’s far easier to remove the hardware and cut a flat piece of plastic
anyway.
Prep the windshield for marking and cutting: You do not want to scratch the plastic during this
process. My first windshield was brand new, and still had the protective plastic on it. I just left
that on until I was finished cutting it down. If this is not the case, clean the windshield on both
sides and cover it completely with 2” or 3” wide painter’s tape. Trim the tape to the edges. In
PHOTO 2 above, I’ve already started covering the windshield with painter’s tape.
Mark the cut line on the windshield: From the top center of the windshield, measure from the
top edge, down to the point where the ‘new’ top edge of the windshield will be. Using a sharpie,
mark this top center point. Now you have to create a smooth, symmetrical arc from this top point
to either side. Again, many ways to get this done, but here’s how I do it.
1.
Find the center mounting hole in the windshield. Poke through the tape with a
screwdriver (or a bolt), and leave it in that hole.
2. Tie a loop in a piece of string, and loop it around the shaft of the screwdriver.
3.
Tie a loop in the other end of the string such that if you place a sharpie in the loop,
and pull the string taut, it will cross the mark that will be the top of your cut. In effect,
you’ve made a crude compass that will draw a smooth, symmetrical arc for you.

4.
Starting at the mark, keep the string taut with even pressure, and trace an arc from
the mark to one side of the windshield, then trace it from the mark to the other side of the
windshield. Now you will have a smooth, symmetrical arc.
5.
If you don’t mind the transition between the old shape and the new arc being
evident, simply cut the windshield using this line. If you want to smooth the transition out
so that it looks like one sleek arc, you can freehand the line that you need. I left the
transition on the flathead windshield – I kind of liked the look. On the shovelhead
windshield, I smoothed the transition into a single arc.
If this ‘compass’ trick doesn’t work from the center hole – depending on the width of the
windshield and the radius of the ‘compass’, it may fall short of the edges of the windshield – you
can do one of two things.
1. Change the location (radius) of your compass. Move the center point down, in effect
making the radius longer. You will have to hold the center instead of relying on the
screwdriver through the hole in the plastic, but it’s easy enough to do. You can play
around with the radius until you get the arc you want, with the least amount of transition
to smooth out. In Example 2 below, using B as the center point works, but you will either
have a more squared off shape, or more blending from the top curve to sides. If you move
B around, you can find the best compromise that gives you the least amount of blending.
2.
On a large piece of cardboard, trace the top curve of the windshield, cut it out and
use that as a template. Line the curved template up with your mark, and trace the curve. If
the windshield is tombstone shaped like the illustration below, this will give you very
little blending to do where the sides meet the top arc. If it is not exactly a tombstone
shape, you will likely have some blending to do.
Here are illustrations of three different ways to create your arc.

Example 1 above uses
distance between the center
hole (A) in the windshield
and your mark as the radius
of an arc. Use string as
described
to make a
compass and draw your arc.

Example 2 above illustrates
what happens when the
distance between A and
your mark is less than the
distance between A and the
side of the windshield. In
this case, it is necessary to
find a new center point (B)
to create an arc that crosses
the sides of the windshield.

Example 3 above shows
the arc created when you
use the existing arc as a
template. You can trace the
arc on cardboard, but it out
and then use it to draw
your new arc.

Create a secure way to hold the windshield for cutting: You are almost ready to cut, but you
need a way to hold the plastic windshield so that it does not vibrate or move while you are
performing surgery on it. I have a vise, so I took two scraps of 2 x 4, drilled holes in them that
matched up with two holes in the windshield – the center hole and one to the right of center. I
used long bolts with washers to sandwich the plastic between the two blocks of wood. This gave
me a good solid hold on the plastic with no strain on it anywhere which could crack it, and it
gave me a good way to secure the thing in my vise.
Do whatever works with whatever tools and resources you have.

PHOTO 3: The windshield mounted in my vise. I positioned it the opposite way to cut the top
curve. This is after I cut the bottom curve that hugs the nacelle. Just a couple scraps of 2 x 4 and
some bolts give the plastic enough support and gives the vise plenty of material to clamp.

Make sure you have enough room around the vise/windshield for you to move. You will have to
be able to walk the cutting tool around the windshield, so make sure there is nothing in your way
or one the floor. Also watch where your elbows might need to go, and make sure you aren’t
going to bump into anything. This may sound idiotic, but if you need to hold a certain position,
and you end up bumping into something, you are going to mess up your line, and if you mess it
up on the part of the plastic you are keeping, you will not be happy.
Start your rough cut: Remember that you are cutting plastic, and it takes some patience. Cutting
creates friction, which creates heat, which melts plastic. Therefore, you want to take light, quick
cuts at first. Get a feel for how the plastic reacts to your wheel. You may have to adjust the speed
if you have a variable speed Dremel. Mine works best around 20,000 rpm. Since you are cutting
a chunk off anyway, practice on the plastic that is going to end up as scrap.
Once you have the feel for it, trace your line with a nice, clean cut. Do NOT try to cut the plastic
all the way through on the first pass. Be patient. Just make a starter groove. Keep the tool
moving. Once you get the groove cut, go back over it with a bit more pressure. If you see the
plastic melting, back off the pressure but keep moving. You’ll take care of the plastic “boogers”
with the finish steps. Keep tracing the same groove until you have it cut all the way through.
Patience and light hand pay off.
Once you are done with your rough cut, remove the windshield from the vise, and remove the
wood blocks. Do NOT remove the protective tape until you are completely done with the entire
process.

PHOTO 4: A close-up of the edge after rough cut. It’s a good cut, and follows the line, but there
are plastic ‘boogers’ from where the cutoff wheel melted the plastic slightly. You want to keep
this to a minimum, but it’s going to happen. You will clean this edge up in the next step.
Finish the edge: Before you try finishing the edge of the actual windshield on the belt sander,
grab the scrap piece you just cut off, and get your approach down with that. It’s smaller, easier to
handle, and if you screw it up, who cares? Make sure you have a fine grit – I used 400 grit – so
you have less hand work to do after this step.
When cleaning up the edge on the belt sander, keep the workpiece moving, use a light touch
against the sanding belt, and don’t try to clean too much up at once. Watch for plastic ‘boogers’
that may hang the piece up and keep it from feeding smoothly. Use long, smooth motions to
sweep the arc across the belt. This will keep the curve from getting flat spots in it. If you have
some weird flat spots from the rough cut, you can smooth them out in this process, but sweeping
through them instead of focusing on sanding down a high spot will get a better result overall.

PHOTO 5: The belt sander with 400 grit, and the emery cloth for final sanding. I was a little
surprised that the plastic didn’t load the sandpaper more, so the belt sander works well for
cleaning the edges up.

You may want to run the windshield through on one side, then flip it over and run it through on
the other side. This will clean up any melted globs on both sides.
Refine the edge finish: You will probably see a difference in finish between the factory edge
that remains, and the edge you just cut. Using some superfine emery cloth, you can handwork the
edge and get it smoother. Do NOT remove the tape until you are certain you are done with this
step. If for some reason there is a huge difference between the factory edge and yours, one
solution is to just run the belt sander across both factory edges and the new cut you just made.
This will at least mate them up so you won’t see your modification.
When you are happy with the finish on the edge, then and only then, remove the painter’s tape
from the windshield. If there are places that need touched up, do so, but be very careful not to
scratch the face of the plastic. This is far easier said than done. It’s better to “peel and peek” at
the edge and catch all the little spots before you remove the tape. But if you just have to fix
something that’s bugging you, do yourself a huge favor, and tape that area before you take the
emery cloth to it.
You may have a small plastic burr on the edges when you pull the tape. If so, a sanding block
(not the sponge kind, they could wrap too far over on the face and scratch it) and some fine grit
sandpaper or emery cloth will remove it easily enough.
Reinstall your nifty modified windshield: When you have the edge finished to your satisfaction,
you are ready to reinstall the windshield. Then of course, you have to take the bike out for a test
spin. I suggest at least 150 miles… just to make sure the ‘shield is absolutely perfect. And now
that it is smaller, you won’t have as many bug guts to clean off of it!
A Note: My shovel windshield is really a modern style, one-piece that fits the OEM hardware.
When I measured for the cut, I would have had to take 5-3/8” off the top. But if I took some off
the bottom part that hugs the nacelle, I could put the windshield in the next lower bracket setting,
and the entire windshield would look better because the strap that goes across the width would be
lower, giving a more proportioned look. This would drop the windshield 1-5/8” by taking
material off the bottom. I decided to go this route, and in PHOTO 1, you can see the piece I cut
out. I traced the general arch onto a piece of paper, cut that out and used the paper as a template
to get the correct curve for the nacelle. Then I subtracted the 1-5/8” from the total 5-3/8” that
was my initial measurement, and cut 3-3/4” off the top. Math.
Cutting that tighter, inside curve was a little bit more of a challenge, but I just moved carefully,
and took very light cuts at first to make sure I could do it. I did not have a plan B, so luckily my
only plan worked.

Tech Tip
Tech Tip submitted by Karan Andrea:

Updating Shovelhead Turn Signals to
Self-Canceling with LED Lights
Karan Andrea
I’m not sure what the thought process was when Harley changed the turn signal design on the
shovelhead from the on/off switch of the panhead to a button you had to hold in continually if
you wanted the turn signal to flash. I’m guessing too many people were forgetting to switch their
turns off after changing lanes, but a momentary switch is definitely not the best solution.
In the shovelhead era, people still knew what hand signals were, and used them somewhat
regularly, but in our current world, we are lucky to be seen at all. Sticking a hand out only
confuses the cars behind you. I have two shovelhead FLH models – a 1973 and a 1974 – both of
which featured the stock turn signal configuration. I wanted to set the bikes up with
self-canceling turn signals, so this is how I did it.
I did a little asking around, and found out about the Signal Dynamics 12v Self Canceling Turn
Signal module. This little module does everything I wanted. It handles LED lighting without an
additional resistor, it allows you to select 7-75 seconds of turn signal, gives you hazard flashers,
and does not require a flasher relay. It comes with a basic wiring diagram which shows you how
to integrate it into your bike’s turn signal circuit. It is worth a few hours in an afternoon to get
usable, visible turn signals.
The shovel wiring, if stock, is all color coded. If you have a Clymer’s manual, their wiring
diagrams follow the correct colors, and are a little easier to work your way through if you aren’t
very familiar with reading a wiring diagram. Either way, get a copy of the wiring diagram for
your bike to use as reference.
The shovelhead’s main wiring block is behind the headlight in the nacelle. The main harness and
the harnesses from the handle bars come into this block, so this is where you want to install the
module. Pull the entire headlight, set it aside, and locate the flasher modules. Again if the bike is
stock, you’ll have a couple flashers (a direction signal flasher and an emergency flasher) and a
flasher switch. Remove all of these, because the new module will replace them completely. This

is where your bike’s wiring diagram is useful. You may end up removing some wiring that you
no longer need when you remove the flashers.
Once you have removed the flashers and perhaps cleaned up some wiring, connect the green and
orange wires from the direction signal flasher to the orange wire on the module.
The rest of the wiring is just as simple. You’ll attach the ground wire to the ground screw on the
triple tree, and connect the solid purple and brown wires from the module to the corresponding
wires coming from the turn signal switches. (These wires will be coming from the handlebars.)
Then you connect the purple/white and brown/white wires from the module to the corresponding
wires coming from the turn signal lights.
You may want to connect everything temporarily so you can test the module and make sure it
works before you splice and solder the module in. You may also want to use some type of
plug-in connector instead of doing a hard splice. Regardless, be sure you crimp, solder and heat
shrink every single connection. The ‘shovel shake’ wreaks havoc on wiring. I actually pull the
plastic sleeves off all my ring terminals so I can get a really good, snug crimp. Then I solder and
heat shrink. This applies to the ground wire. You don’t want that wire to shake out of the ring
terminal and leave you with no turn signals.
If I’m splicing, I put a dab of dielectric grease on the splice after I solder, slide the heat shrink
over it and apply the heat. The dielectric grease keeps moisture out of that solder joint. This
applies to the other connections you will be making unless you decide to use plug connectors. If
you use plug connectors make sure all your crimps are really solid, and if you can solder them in,
do it.
Once you have the module installed, you now have the option of running LED bulbs in your turn
signals, which will make your signals much more visible. You may be riding an old bike, but you
are riding it on modern roads with drivers who, more and more, are used to seeing LED lights on
vehicles. If you can upgrade to LED, no it is not OEM, but if your bike is a rider, you may want
to consider it.
There are a lot of LED options available. On my ’73 FLH, I run replacement LED bulbs – Carr
Lighting Super Bright 3014. On my ’74 FLH, I run the Carrs on the front, and I put Custom
Dynamics turn signal inserts in the rear. They are basically a thin board with diodes mounted on
it. You can either use the bayonet to plug it in like a regular bulb, or you can hardwire it. These
give a more even light across the entire turn signal lens.
In the photo of my ’74 FLH below, I have taped my color coded wiring diagram to my
windshield, and you can see I have removed the headlight. The Signal Dynamics module is

visible in the top right quadrant of the nacelle. I don’t have a stock front block in this bike. I
changed it out for a panhead style block, which is much easier to work with and troubleshoot.

Showcased Motorcycle
Showcased motorcycle owned by John Firetto:
Shovelhead purchased from Wheels Through Time Motorcycle Museum which acquired this
masterpiece at an estate sale. John thinks this could be a police bike from Eastern Pennsylvania,
but is still trying to verify that information. Way to go John! Great Find! Good Luck with this
beauty!

Fun Fact
Myth: You should lay down your bike if you are about to crash.
This myth comes with the thinking that a rider about to crash will be safer on the ground than
with the potential of being thrown through the air. Unfortunately, this is not true in everyone’s
opinion. Rubber stops better than metal. If you slide into a vehicle on the ground, it is most
likely that you will be traveling at a higher rate of speed than expected and lose the ability to
direct where the bike is going. Instead of laying the bike down, some believe, it is better to try
to reduce speed, pump the breaks, and try to maneuver out of the way. The rubber tires give
better traction to slow the motorcycle while still allowing you to control the direction of the bike.
Most accidents happen so quickly, but most believe if you focus on reducing speed and
avoidance as opposed to how/where you are going to lay the bike down, you will have a better
chance of escaping the accident with less chance of injury or death.

Fun Fact
Submitted by Richard Spagnolli:
“Bikers Wore Masks in 1919 for Protection from the Flu Pandemic”

Just for Grins

Quote for Thought
“All you need is the plan, the road map, and the courage to press on to
your destination.” ~Earl Nightingale

AMCA ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER, INC.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
STATUS: Please check one. New Member __________Renewal _________
NATIONAL AMCA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER (required before local chapter membership
can be accepted) _______________
NAME:________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________
CITY:__________________________________________________________________
ZIP:____________________ TELEPHONE:__________________________________
E MAIL:_________________________________
Please return your application with $5 annual dues to:
Joseph Baird, Treasurer
Allegheny Mountain Chapter, Inc.
921 Carlisle St.
Natrona Heights, PA 15065-1013
Once we have confirmed your status as a current National AMCA member, you will receive a
membership card by return mail and will be added to our - mail or regular mailing lists. Thank
you for joining.

