Allegheny Mountain Chapter
Newsletter
May 1, 2020
“Caution is the parent of safety” ~Proverb
Welcome to the Allegheny Mountain Chapter February, March and April 2020 Newsletter. We
have had a difficult and trying start to 2020. I am hoping if you are reading this, that you and
your loved ones are safe and healthy. I am hopeful that although we will be getting a late start for
the riding season, that we will, however, still have a riding season. My name is Glenn Lynch,
and I generate the Allegheny Mountain Chapter’s Newsletter. I would appreciate your help with
articles, pictures, or any miscellaneous information that our motorcycle community should be
aware of. I am open to your ideas, and would like to know what you would want to see in our
newsletter. This newsletter is for our chapter community, and I would love for our Allegheny
Mountain Chapter community to help me in this endeavor.
Please e-mail me at
panhead_48@comcast.net with anything you would like to be included in the next newsletter
which will be electronically sent at the end of July.

Newsletter Editor Note:
A big thank you to Todd Mickinak, Jason Zerbini, Paul Greenwood, and many others who
have contributed to putting this newsletter together. I couldn’t do this without your help.
~Glenn
Also, if you are receiving this newsletter, and would NOT like to, please let me know that you
would like to unsubscribe.

President’s Message
President’s Message
Hello Allegheny Mountain Chapter Members,
First and foremost, I hope you, your family, and your friends are safe and doing well, and will
continue to stay well during this time of uncertainty. What a difference a month or two makes!
The COVID-19 virus has changed the world! I know it has been a difficult time for many of our
members.
I’m sure that before the Coronavirus, we were all in great anticipation for a new riding season,
starting out with Joe Ferri hosting our Chapter for the “Blessing of the Bikes”, as well as our
spring meeting at the Lamplighter Restaurant where we can not only discuss this year’s events
and riding schedule, but also, visit with our AMC friends we may not have had the opportunity
to see throughout the winter months. But instead, it got cancelled along with the Oley National
Meet which I know our members look forward to as well. This is not the way any of us wanted
to start off 2020.
Looking for the positive, hopefully our mandated quarantine has provided some much needed
extra time to relax, slow our lives down a little, and get caught up on motorcycle projects and
maintenance on our old iron, so when things get to rolling again, everyone is ready to get back in
the saddle again.
When restrictions are lifted, I will get together with the Officers and Board Members to discuss
rescheduling our spring meeting. It is too early to say right now, but stay tuned for further
updates. Please keep in mind that the safety of our members is our primary concern. Even when
restrictions are lifted, as a chapter, we need to proceed with everyone’s well-being as our
primary concern. Please be patient with our Board Members, as we discuss how to keep our
Chapter running, while also, keeping our members safe.

A reminder was sent out to those members who were not able to pay their dues in person at the
spring meeting due to it being cancelled. In case you didn't get the reminder, dues can be mailed
to Joseph Baird, Treasurer, Allegheny Mountain Chapter, 921 Carlisle Street, Natrona Heights,
PA 15065-1013. There is a membership form attached to the end of this newsletter for your
convenience.
I would also like to ask our membership to show Glenn Lynch, our newsletter editor, that we
appreciate what he does by sending him stories of interesting experiences or stories about your
projects; or even, send him some pictures of your bike(s) with a note telling a little about it. It
takes a lot of effort to put our newsletter together, and the more contributions we have from the
members, the easier his job will be. Please don’t be afraid if you are not the next Mark Twain;
none of us are!! Glenn is more than willing to help with spelling, grammar or article structure.
Lastly, things will eventually get back to “normal”, so if you have an idea for a ride, and would
like to sponsor a ride for our membership, please contact Jason Zerbini at jzriv@windstream.net,
and he will add it to the event schedule.
It is my hope that restrictions will be lifted, and I will see many of you on a ride this year. Thank
you for being an AMCA and an Allegheny Mountain Chapter Member!
See you all soon,
Todd Mickinak
tmick55@gmail.com
724-539-8416
This was my project during my extra time. It is a 1963 Simplex.

Board Members
Board Members:
Todd Mickinak, President
tmick55@gmail.com
Joseph Ferri, Vice President
joeystheedge1@yahoo.com
Jason Zerbini, Secretary and Event Coordinator
jzriv@windstream.net
Joe Baird and Kathy Baird, Treasurer and Membership
baird.jp@gmail.com
Richard Spagnolli, Director
rspagnolli@aol.com
Bill Hubert, Director
vntge@zoominternet.net
Justin DeRiggi, Director
jd.jd631@gmail.com
Tim Reighard, Director
heymikey0457@aol.com
Glenn Lynch, Director and Newsletter Editor
panhead_48@comcast.net
Gary Palombia, Webmaster
webkahuna@amcaamc.com

Spring 2020 Chapter Meeting
The spring chapter meeting which was to be held on Saturday, April 4, 2020 at the Lamplighter
Restaurant in Delmont, PA was cancelled this year due to COVID-19 concerns.
Since we could not yet talk in person, please keep in mind that when restrictions are lifted, our
club is always looking for volunteers to sponsor rides. We may need to alter these rides to abide
by state regulations and medical recommendations, but we will try to figure out a way to safely
get back on the road again.
Sponsoring rides in 2020. Our goal is to have a sponsored ride each month of the riding season.
Many of the same people contribute their time and resources to sponsoring rides each year. We
would love participation in sponsorship from all our members. Please do not be fearful of
agreeing to sponsor a ride. Many of our “veterans” are more than willing to walk you through
the process. Anyone sponsoring a ride simply needs a 75-100 mile route with a lunch and gas
stop. If you have a route in mind, please discuss your route with Jason Zerbini. If you would
like to sponsor a ride with another member, Jason may be able to pair you with another member
in your area. Please contact Jason Zerbini at jzriv@windstream.net if you are thinking you may
want to add a ride in your area to our schedule.
AMC Membership. We also like to mention at each meeting the importance of maintaining
your membership. If you have not sent in your membership fees, please do so. If you are unsure
if you have made your payment, please check with Joe or Kathy Baird at baird.jp@gmail.com.
Thank you to Joe and Kathy for maintaining our membership listing, and providing a listing to
the AMC to reach out to some of those members that did not get a chance to renew at the April
meeting.
You must be an Antique Motorcycle Club of America member, as well as, have paid your dues
for the Allegheny Mountain Chapter to continue to be included in receiving newsletters and
participate in club events and rides. So, it will be member-only participation in all events and
sponsored rides. During the Fall Chapter Meeting is when we would like members to renew
their memberships for the upcoming year. If everyone would renew in November for the
upcoming year, tracking and collecting membership information would be easier.
Contact Information Changes or Corrections. If you have any changes to your contact
information, please also send those changes to Joe and Kathy Baird. It is very important that we
have the correct information to contact you about club events. Sometimes, a ride will be planned

at the last minute, and we need to be able to notify you quickly of a new event on the schedule.
The easiest way for our Communications and Event Coordinator to reach you is through e-mail.
If you know of a member that is not receiving communications from the AMC, please have them
contact Joe and Kathy Baird.
For those of you absent at the fall meeting, the Board of Directors were looking forward to the
spring meeting to see you; but as you know, that wasn’t able to happen. Hopefully, we will get a
chance to reschedule this meeting as our new Board of Directors is looking forward to talking
with all our members.
New Board of Directors. Again, the AMC would like to thank Richard Spagnolli for all his
years of service to our organization. His hard work and knowledge has not only helped form this
club, but was instrumental in growing it to the membership we are fortunate to have today.
As of January 2020, Todd Mickinak replaced Richard Spagnolli as President of the AMC.
Richard has agreed to take a Director’s position to continue to offer his advice going forward.
Joe Ferri replaced Todd Mickinak as Vice President. Jason Zerbini replaced JoAnn Spagnolli as
Secretary, and will continue in his position as Event Coordinator. Bill Hubert, Justin DeRiggi,
and Tim Reighard will also be functioning as Directors. Joe and Kathy Baird will continue
maintaining our membership, and function as Treasurer. Glenn Lynch will be functioning as a
Director also, and in addition, will continue as Newsletter Editor.
In addition, we always like to mention that the Newsletter is available for members to read four
(4) times throughout the year.
Newsletter. As your Newsletter Editor, I try to make an electronic newsletter available to our
membership January 31, April 30, July 31, and October 31. I have been trying to provide new
information for the newsletter for a few years now. Please help make my job a little easier and
provide me with some articles. Please send me articles about roads or routes that are your
favorite rides, motorcycle trips you went on, tech tips, or anything you think our members would
enjoy reading about.
Please e-mail anything you are willing to share to me at
Panhead_48@comcast.net.
Lastly, the AMC has some housekeeping to be done. We have some T-shirts from prior years
still in our possession. We would like to get these “off the books”. This is a listing of what we
have left in inventory. Please contact Todd Mickinak at tmick55@gmail.com if you are
interested in purchasing one. The cost for each T-shirt is $15.00.

2010 National Road Run, Grand Canyon, PA (pocket)
Size Medium - 5 shirts remaining
Size Large - 4 shirts remaining
Size XL - 1 shirt remaining
Size 2XL - 2 shirts remaining
2014 National Road Run, Elkins, WV (pocket)
Size Large - 2 shirts remaining
Size XL - 14 shirts remaining
Size 3XL - 1 shirt remaining
2019 National Road Run, Ligonier, PA (John Harvey)
Size Large - 7 shirts remaining
Size XL - 12 shirts remaining
Allegheny Mountain Chapter
Size Large - 1 shirt remaining
Size XL - 1 shirt remaining
Size 2XL - 1 shirt remaining

Cancelled Events
Last year at this time, we were writing about Jim Graulty’s participation at the Cherokee Chapter
National Road Run, Joe Ferri hosting the Blessing of the Bikes and many of our members
enjoying the AMCA Oley Swap meet. All of those events were cancelled this year due to
COVID-19 concerns. Although we missed out on those memories this year, I am hopeful that
although we have a long road back to our “normal”, we will get there. This has been a
challenging time, but the AMC continues to wish everyone good health and safety.

Coronavirus Safety Tips for Motorcycle Riders.
Submitted by Glenn Lynch:
At the time of writing this, we are still under the “stay at home/shelter in place” which means our
normal “sunday” motorcycles rides are technically not permitted. It is with great hope that these
restrictions are lifted soon. When they are, it is still important to remain safe. Here are some tips
to follow:
1. Avoid large gatherings. Social distancing is key. When riding, pick only one or two friends,
and keep a safe distance especially when stopped. The after-riding parties may need to be
cancelled, or at least altered, to allow for friends to be six (6) feet apart.
2. Wear your helmet and gloves. A full-face helmet will help prevent you from touching your
face, and wear gloves, especially when getting gas. Be sure to clean and disinfect these items
frequently.
3. Pack food and snacks with you so you do not need to stop as often, and staying hydrated and
eating right can help your immune system.
4. Manage your stress which also will aid in your immune system function, and helps to make
sure your thoughts are “on the road”.
5. Clean and disinfect.
handlebars.

Everything.

Often. Wipe down common touch points such as

6. Carry sanitizer with you. Washing your hands for twenty seconds is the best, but sanitizer can
be used when soap and water isn’t available.
7. Consider keeping your gear in the garage. Medical professionals are still unsure how long the
COVID-19 virus can live on surfaces, but seem to believe it can be transmitted by touching
contaminated surfaces. Better to be safe and leave your gear in the garage, and not bring it into
the house to risk contamination of family members. And, again, clean and disinfect after each
use.

8. If you feel sick or are worried that you’ve been exposed, STAY HOME, and seek medical
advice.
9. Just because there are less cars and traffic on the road does NOT mean a motorcyclist should
take any less precautions and care when riding. Stay alert and continue to follow safety laws.

Member’s Article
Submitted by Glenn Lynch:
Montana’s Two (2) Best Motorcycle Rides
1. The Glacier National Park - Going-to-the-Sun Road will be one of the best experiences of
riding a motorcycle in your lifetime. Going-to-the-Sun Road is 51 miles of the most
beautiful scenery you will ever see in the U.S.
2. Beartooth Pass - Beartooth Pass is easily the most dangerous of the motorcycle rides in
Montana with its extreme ups and downs (nearly 12,000 feet in some stretches of road).
US Highway 212 will surely leave your knuckles white with nervousness. Don’t expect
many guardrails to keep you from careening off the side of the road, so take it slow and
steady. On your way up the 50 or so miles from Red Lodge to Silver Gate, you’ll see all
Montana has to offer from frigid tundra to secluded forests, snaking rivers, and absolutely
stunning mountain-top views.
Member

Article

Submitted by Glenn Lynch:
Black Hills of South Dakota
Needles Highway - The iconic Needles Highway was thought to be impossible to build.
It is 14 miles of white-knuckle turns on this scenic route. Thanks to the rocky “needles”
of solid granite studding the landscape, it took several years (and some dynamite) to craft
a road that winds among (and sometimes tunnels through) the rocky route. It is a
one-of-a-kind drive that offers sightseers and those looking to head a bit off the beaten
highway, a chance to experience the rugged, almost untamable Black Hills of South
Dakota.

When leaving the Needles Highway and heading to Mount Rushmore there is one place
you need to stop in at, The Purple Pie Place. The Purple Pie Place is the spot to be. They
have served hundreds of slices of pie of all kinds since 2009, ranging from simple peanut
butter to raspberry-rhubarb jalapeno. They’ve also whipped up all kinds of entrees, such
as chicken pot pie and mac & cheese. They sell ice-cream, sandwiches and more, making
it a must stop for a home-made meal or snack that won’t hurt your wallet. Stop for a
meal after a long day on the road or a quick dessert that won’t disappoint.

AMCA 2020 National Road Runs / Save the Date
Phoenix Roadrunner Chapter National Road Run – June 2-4
Zion National Park, UT (Cancelled - Rescheduled for June 2021)
Yellowstone Chapter National Road Run – July 21-24
Billings, MT (Cancelled)
Badger Heritage Chapter National Road Run – August 12-14
East Troy, WI
Roosevelt Chapter National Road Run – September 8-10
Detroit Lakes, MN
Los Angeles Chapter National Road Run – October 26-28
Fallbrook, CA

AMCA 2020 National Meets / Save the Date
Southern National Meet – May 15-17
Denton, NC  (Postponed)
Empire Chapter National Meet – May 29-31
Trumansburg, NY (Cancelled)
Viking Chapter National Meet - June 12-13
St. Paul, MN (Cancelled)

Fort Sutter Chapter National Meet – June 19-20
Dixon, CA (Cancelled)
Colonial Chapter National Meet – June 26-27
Harmony, NJ
Wauseon National Meet – July 17-19
Wauseon, OH (Cancelled)
Yankee Chapter National Meet – July 31 - August 1
Terryville, CT (Rescheduled September 10-12, 2020)
Chesapeake Chapter National Meet– October 2-3
Upperco, MD

Membership
Like all clubs, our membership is important. Please help spread the word for our organization.
Post events on your Facebook accounts, and talk with other antique motorcycle owners. We
encourage all our members to be active within our organization.
Please follow our Facebook account Allegheny Mountain Chapter AMCA, and share our posts
with your Facebook friends.

Allegheny Mountain Chapter
Wants You!

Tech Tip
Tech Tip submitted by Paul Greenwood:
Slide Hammer
Here is a tool I have made for the difficulty in the removal of the main nozzle in the Linkert
Carburetors used on Harley Davidsons and Indian Motorcycles. Pictured here is a small slide
hammer I made from spare junk I had laying around, and it works quite well.
I used a small steel rod that will fit through the main nozzle which is threaded on both ends for
fitting a small nut onto both ends. Then grind down the corners off one of the small nuts into a
diameter that is just a little smaller than the top of the main nozzle. Then using a washer and a
slide spool on the bottom end, you have a handy little tool that comes in very useful. Don’t slam
it too hard. So, if you have a bit of difficulty, soak the nozzle in Kroil Oil beforehand.
Happy Motor'n my friends,
Panhead Paul.

Showcased Motorcycle
Showcased motorcycle submitted by Glenn Lynch:
1936 Indian Chief
This past fall I had a chance to buy a 1936 Indian Chief from a great friend of mine, Ed
Valentovish. Ed showed me this bike many years ago, and when he showed it to me, I fell in
love with it! It is one of my most special bikes in my collection due to the fact it will always
remind me of my friendship with Ed. A friendship that I owe to the Allegheny Mountain
Chapter. If it wasn’t for this club, I’m not sure our paths would have crossed or our friendship
would be as strong as it is now. This 1936 Indian Chief is my first left-hand throttle motorcycle
that I own, so I am just getting to know it. All of my bikes are right-hand throttle, so the learning
curve is quite challenging to me. Indian Motorcycle originally produced motorcycles from
1901-1953 in Springfield, Massachusetts. Hendee Manufacturing Company initially produced
the motorcycles, but the name was changed to the Indian Motocycle (missing the “r” which was
an old term at the time to denote a horseless carriage) Manufacturing Company in 1923. During
the 1910’s, Indian Motocycle became the largest manufacturer of motorcycles in the world.
Indian Motocycle’s most popular models were the Scout, made from 1920 to 1946, and the
Chief, made from 1922 until 1953, when the Indian Motocycle Manufacturing Company went
bankrupt.

Fun Fact
The Legend of Ride Bells
There is a biker tradition that goes back centuries in which motorcyclists hang a small bell on
their bikes as protection during their travels. These tiny bells are often called Ride Bells,
Gremlin Bells, Guardian Bells, or Spirit Bells.
Legend has it there are lurking, mischievous spirits (“gremlins”) that are looking to cling onto
motorcycles, and cause problems for riders and their motorcycles. The gremlin bell wards off
these spirits by capturing them in the hollow of the bell, angering them with constant ringing
until they release their grip and return to the roadway looking for another unsuspecting rider
without a bell.

There are several theories to how this legend started. My favorite of these theories is that this
was started in WWII by veteran pilots who had bells for good luck in their aircrafts, and then
carried this tradition to their bikes after the war.
If you are given a ride bell, there are some rules:
1.
2.
3.
4.

It must be received as a gift. The bell is only activated by a gesture of goodwill.
It must be attached to the lowest part of the motorcycle frame.
If someone steals a bell from another bike, the gremlins go with it.
When a bike is sold, the bell should be removed. A bell not given with care and
intentional goodwill will lose its spirit-fighting ability.

Some riders don’t believe that these bells are guardians for protection, but rather an annoyance
because the ringing makes them think something on their motorcycle is making noise or pinging.
In my opinion, whether or not you believe this legend, I think a rider who was given a bell
knows that another rider cares about them, and to me, that is a blessing all by itself!

Just for Grins
Submitted by Jason Zerbini

New idea for old riders – A servi-car with an outhouse for the riders with “small tanks”

Prepared for Coronavirus

Quote for Thought
“Safety isn’t expensive, it’s priceless.” ~Unknown

AMCA ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER, INC.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
STATUS: Please check one. New Member __________Renewal _________
NATIONAL AMCA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER (required before local chapter membership
can be accepted) _______________
NAME:________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________
CITY:__________________________________________________________________
ZIP:____________________ TELEPHONE:__________________________________
E MAIL:_________________________________
Please return your application with $5 annual dues to:
Joseph Baird, Treasurer
Allegheny Mountain Chapter, Inc.
921 Carlisle St.
Natrona Heights, PA 15065-1013
Once we have confirmed your status as a current National AMCA member, you will receive a
membership card by return mail and will be added to our - mail or regular mailing lists. Thank
you for joining.

