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“Tell me and I’ll forget. Show me and I may remember. Involve me
and I learn.” ~Benjamin Franklin
Welcome to the Allegheny Mountain Chapter November 2018, December 2018 and January
2019 Newsletter. Hopefully everyone used these winter months to polish up those old bikes and
get them ready for spring. My name is Glenn Lynch, and I generate the Allegheny Mountain
Chapter’s Newsletter. I would appreciate your help with articles, pictures, or any miscellaneous
information that our motorcycle community should be aware of. I am open to your ideas, and
would like to know what you would want to see in our newsletter. This newsletter is for our
chapter community, and I would love for our Allegheny Mountain Chapter community to help
me in this endeavor. Please e-mail me at panhead_48@comcast.net with anything you would
like to be included in the next newsletter which will be coming the end of April.

President’s View
President’s View
Winter in Western Pennsylvania this year has had its usual ups and downs for motorcycle
enthusiasts like us. Snow, rain and more rain, snow and balmy weather that tempted one to ride
an old bike. But in these situations, reality usually sets in. Too cold to work in the garage. Too
much rain to consider doing anything. But those warm and balmy days are calling us to just take
one short ride. But you soon remember the last time you gave in to these conditions and jumped
on the bike, and soon were confronted with potholes, water and salt on the road, and you asking
yourself, “What am I doing here?” So this time your better judgment tells you to just open the
garage door and start the bike. and let it run for a few minutes. This is the way of life for bikers
in Western PA.
Our riding and event schedule for 2019 is still in the process of being finalized. Please consider
sponsoring a ride or event in your area. We want to have our schedule finalized by the time of
our Spring Meeting on April 6, 2019. A few suggestions have been made including a ride to start
the riding season to the Meyersdale Maple Festival March 30-31 and April 3-7, 2019 weather
permitting. Please email Jason at jzriv@windstream.net with your proposed ride or event, or just
your suggestions.
As reported previously, final planning and reservations for our Chapter sponsored AMCA
National Road Run are in full swing. We currently have 143 riders and passengers signed up
with four months to go before the start of the event. Our host hotel, Antiochian Village, was fully
reserved by January 3, and we are now into our overflow hotel the Ramada Inn in Ligonier. We
continue to work closely with the Laurel Highlands Tourist Bureau to make this event truly
memorable for all. If you are still considering participating on the Road Run, there is still time to
register. The Road Run Committee has agreed to allow our Chapter Members who can’t commit
to all three days of riding to just ride on days they choose and still come to the Welcoming and
Farewell banquets. The reservation fee would still be $135.00 and each member could commute
from home.
And, please don’t forget to submit articles/photos for our Chapter Newsletter. Nicole and Glenn
Lynch are doing a fantastic job with the newsletter, but they continue to need your help. Have a
restoration or maintenance suggestion that you think will be informative and helpful to others?
Just take a few minutes and send it to Nicole at orgogliosomamma@gmail.com.
If you haven’t paid your dues for 2019, you can send a check for $5.00 payable to the Allegheny

Mountain Chapter to: Joseph Baird, 921 Carlisle St., Natrona Heights, PA 15065-1013. Please
remember you must be an AMCA Member to be a Chapter Member. Please don’t let your
AMCA Membership expire.
In spite of the cold weather, let’s stay optimistic. Remember Punxsutawney Phil did not see his
shadow and Spring is just around the corner. Right? Until we round that corner, Ride Safe if you
do ride. Please email or call with any questions.
Richard
724-861-4681
rspagnolli@aol.com
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2018 AMC Fall Meeting
This meeting took place at Giannilli’s Italian Restaurant on November 3, 2018. As usual,
Giannilli’s doesn’t fail in the food and service department. They always take great care of us and
offer exceptional food and service.
The meeting started out with the 2019 payment of annual dues. If you have not yet made your
2019 payment of dues, please do so immediately. Keep in mind that you must be a member of
both the National Antique Motorcycle Club of America, as well as, our local Allegheny
Mountain Chapter to participate in events. This year is especially important as our chapter will
be hosting the only east coast national run this year in Ligonier, PA. The membership dues form
is included at the end of this newsletter for your convenience.
We also reminded our members that we are ALWAYS looking for members to sponsor rides.
The more members who sponsor rides, means the more we get together as a chapter to do what
we all love, and that is RIDE. Please contact Jason Zerbini at jzriv@windstream.net if you can
sponsor a ride for us this year. I would like to stress that you cannot rely on the same handful of
people to continue sponsoring every ride for our club every year. We need participation from
everyone.
The remainder of the meeting, we discussed the National Road Run our chapter is sponsoring.
We discussed the details of the event, as well as, how our members can participate in making this
event run smoothly. If you would like to help volunteer your time for this event, please contact
Richard Spagnolli at rspagnolli@aol.com.
For those who missed the meeting, the National Road Run we are hosting will be held in
Ligonier/Seven Springs, PA. Check-in/arrival will be on Sunday, June 9, 2019 by 4:00 p.m. A
welcoming banquet will be provided for everyone at the hosting conference center, Antiochian
Village Conference Center at 140 Church Camp Trail, Bolivar, PA 15923. On Monday, in
addition to riding our beautiful roads, we will host a bike show in Diamond Square in Ligonier
with entertainment and the opportunity to meet and talk. Each day breakfast will be provided at
the hosting conference center and lunches for all three days will be catered at specific stops on
route. We will be having a bonfire each night and ask our chapter members to attend and act as
hosts to all the guests. On Wednesday, a farewell dinner will also be provided to our guests. As

the Antiochian is full, the overflow of guests will be directed to the Ramada Inn in Ligonier. Our
chapter is also working on putting together gift bags for each of the attendees. We are excited to
show off not only the beautiful surrounding we get to ride daily, but our chapter as well. Please
help us to make all who attend feel welcomed.
The Board of Directors for our chapter remains the same for the upcoming 2019 riding year.

Allegheny Mountain Chapter 2018 Christmas Party
The Christmas party for our chapter took place on Saturday, December 1, 2018 at Giannilli’s
Italian Restaurant in Greensburg. Giannilli’s is always our “go to” spot. It seems our members
enjoy the food and ambiance this establishment brings.
The Christmas party is always a great time for our members to relax and enjoy each other’s
company in a setting outside of riding. Richard Spagnolli is always a great host for this event
and spoils his members with a special “gift” each year. This year, all those in attendance were
given a poster of the Allegheny Mountain Chapter National Road Run featuring a picture of John
Harvey. We took a moment during the party to remember our friend who passed away this year
in a horrific motorcycle accident. I am sure John Harvey was there in spirit!
Thanks to all that attended. It was great to celebrate with everyone. Looking forward to winter’s
end and to a great and safe riding year in 2019!

Fun to include the spouses of our members in celebration of Christmas.

Bill and Ray talking life with a youngster who needs guidance.

Lots of conversations.

As usual Bill flirting with the good-looking young ladies.

I’m sure John Harvey was laughing from above seeing ice water in Willie’s hand.

Upcoming Events / Save the Date
Allegheny Mountain Chapter Spring Meeting - April 6, 2019
Giannilli’s in Greensburg, PA - 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Blessing of the Bikes - April 28, 2019
Murrysville Alliance Church - 12:30 p.m.

MDA Ride for Life Charity Event - May 2 - May 5, 2019
Seven Springs, PA

Mercer Bikes, Bands, Brews Show - August 3, 2019
Sponsored by Paul Greenwood, Mercer, PA

National Pike Steam Show - August 10, 2019
Brownsville, PA

Allegheny Mountain Chapter Traditional Fall Ride - October 12, 2019
Details to follow

Allegheny Mountain Chapter Fall Meeting - November 2, 2019
Giannilli’s in Greensburg, PA - 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Allegheny Mountain Chapter Christmas Party - December 7, 2019
Details to follow

AMCA 2019 National Road Runs / Save the Date
Cherokee Chapter National Road Run - April 8-10, 2019
Kerrville, TX
Allegheny Mountain Chapter National Road Run - June 10-12, 2019
Ligonier/Seven Spring, PA

Music City Chapter National Road Run - September 4-6, 2019
Nashville, TN
Yerba Buena Chapter National Road Run - September 23-25, 2019
Monterey, CA

AMCA 2019 National Meets / Save the Date
Omaha Chapter National Meet - February 22-23, 2019
Fremont, NE
Sunshine Chapter National Meet - March 8-9, 2019
New Smyrna Beach, FL
Perkiomen Chapter National Meet - April 26-27, 2019
Oley, PA
Southern National Meet - May 17-19, 2019
Denton, NC
European Chapter Meet - May 24-25, 2019
Raalte, Netherlands
Viking Chapter National Meet - June 14-15, 2019
St. Paul, MN
Fort Sutter Chapter National Meet - June 14-15, 2019
Dixon, CA
Empire Chapter National Meet - July 5-7, 2019
Trumansburg, NY
Wauseon National Meet - July 19-21, 2019
Wauseon, OH
Yankee Chapter National Meet - August 2-3, 2019
Terryville, CT
Australia Chapter Meet - August 24-25, 2019
Bulli, Australia
Chesapeake Chapter National Meet - September 27-28, 2019
Jefferson, PA

Membership
Like all clubs, our membership is important. Please help spread the word for our organization.
Post events on you Facebook accounts, and talk with other antique motorcycle owners. We
encourage all our members to be active within our organization.
Please follow our Facebook account Allegheny Mountain Chapter AMCA, and share our posts
with your Facebook friends.

Allegheny Mountain Chapter
Wants You!

Two Cents Worth from Panhead Paul
Motorcycle Electrical Wiring
I've recently been working on a friend’s motorcycle - replacing the entire wiring harness. It's
amazing how the existing stock wiring harness had been patched in with splices, joined with
connectors that weren’t sized correctly for the wires, and in places, had wires twisted together
with electrical tape. Some of the insulation on the wires had cracked, and there were rusted
connections.

To ensure that your motorcycle is dependable, the wiring needs to be in good condition.
Although installing a new wiring harness may seem like a nightmare to some people, it all comes
down to understanding the wiring schematic. You need to find the schematic for the exact make,
model, and year of the bike you are working on. Different resources may have different styles of
presenting the schematic. If you find more than one, that can be helpful. Sometimes a wire route
is easier to understand on one style of schematic than on another.

Using the schematic is also important, especially if you are working on an old bike that has had
multiple hands working on it over the years. Don’t trust what is on the bike – trust the schematic.
A previous owner might have either removed or disconnected certain wires, or replaced wires
with the wrong color. If what you are seeing on the bike doesn’t match the diagram, go by what
the diagram says.

Remember wire color coding is as important for troubleshooting, as it is for proper installation. It
is best if you find a replacement harness that is made to spec with the correct color wires. Try not
to remove the entire existing wire harness until necessary, while installing the new wire harness,
because proper routing is important. It is much easier to remove the old wire, and replace it with

the new one, rather than remove the existing harness, and hope you took enough photos of what
went where.

Speaking of photos, take plenty of photos as you are tearing the bike down. You will need to
reference these photos when you start putting the bike back together. Don’t count on memory. It
takes very little extra effort to grab your cell phone and take photos of each stage of the
teardown.

While you’re at it, if there isn't a fuse in the hot wire from the battery or from the negative
battery post to the frame, I highly suggest you install one. A 15 amp fuse should work fine. If the
bike has electric start, a larger size fuse should be added as well to the starter circuit.

Also check the wire terminal post connections for corrosion and tightness. The ignition switch
can often be problematic for corrosion and tightness as well. Lucky old Harley switches are
easily rebuildable.

Lighting sockets can be problematic due to the light lens not always sealing well, especially
under the rear fender for the tail light. Sometimes a bit of silicone sealer under the rear fender to
the back of the tail light may help, if applied correctly.

I hope some of this information is helpful.

"Happy Motor'n"
Yours Truly,
Panhead Paul

Member’s Showcased Motorcycles
Showcased motorcycle submitted by Jim Graulty:
My Favorite Bike
1969 XLCH Chopper
By: Jim Graulty

This ’69 Sportster chopper is what got me started in the antique motorcycle world. As I
imagine may be typical of many motorcycle enthusiasts, I started as a teenager, then had a gap
when starting a family, a business, etc. In 1995, at age 45, I got back into riding. One of my
business clients at the time learned of my interest in bikes, and started bringing this ’69 XLCH
around. It turns out his nephew, who was also a client, had originally bought it stock in 1973.
He did the chopper build and finished most of it in 1977. His uncle, Tony, added a few finishing
touches when he came to own it later on. The painter placed his logo near the rear tip of the gas
tank which says “Custom Paint by Hap” and is dated 9-26-77. ‘Hap’ was a well known local
painter who did bikes and vans back in the day.
I really liked the bike and wanted it bad. I knew the family, since we all grew up in Bethel
Park, so I knew the history of the bike was solid, and every time I saw Tony I asked if he’d sell it
to me. But he said he was never going to sell. This went on for almost 10 years. Then in May
2004 I got a call asking if I was still interested in the bike. Tony had finally decided to sell, and I
was the first person he was calling. It turns out he was terminally ill. Needless to say, I bought
the bike, and sadly, Tony passed away two months later.
Soon after I bought the bike, I discovered the Antique Motorcycle Club of America and
decided to join since I now owned an antique motorcycle. Shortly after that I joined the
Allegheny Mountain Chapter, and even led one of our earliest road runs with this bike.
Some highlights of the chopper build include the hard tail conversion, the neck angle is
altered about 5 degrees, girder front end, Invader wheels, (21” front, 16” rear), coffin tank,
batteryless magneto ignition, and straight drag pipes. The paint work incorporates gold leaf and
a marbleized effect. It runs and sounds great, and is best for short jaunts to show and tell. The
girder is so stiff, the only real suspension is to not run any more than about 20 pounds of air in
the tires.
The most fun I have with this bike is entering it in shows. Any time there is a class for old
customs it almost always gets recognition. I entered it in judging at Oley in 2005 and it was best
Period Modified. In 2007 it was in the AMA Vintage Days Marque of the Year display for the

50th anniversary of the Sportster. The coolest part at this event was on Sunday morning they
closed the tent for a couple of hours to everyone except the people with bikes on display, and
Willie G. Davidson and his wife Nancy came through. They checked out each bike, greeted and
chatted with each of the owners, and had photo opps. From June 2015 through March 2017 it
was on loan to the National Motorcycle Museum in Anamosa, IA for their Chopper Story
exhibit. They picked it up and returned it to my house on their way to and from Oley. On the
way out, it was loaded with one of Indian Larry’s bikes. And in the summer I took a ride on my
modern Ultra to go see it at the museum.
In conclusion, this bike is special to me, for the memory of the people who owned it before
me, for the start it triggered for me into the antique motorcycle world, which I’m continuing to
enjoy more than ever, and for the fun I continue to have with it. My answer if anyone asks me if
I’d sell it is the same as Tony’s.

Member’s Article
Member article submitted by Richard Spagnolli
2019 Mecum and Bonham Las Vegas Motorcycle Auctions
I made my annual trek to Las Vegas in January for the Mecum and Bonham motorcycle auctions.
Having reviewed the bikes for sale on the respective auction websites, I thought I was in for the
usual auction with many nondescript bikes from my perspective, and a few interesting ones. I
expected the prices to be flat with a few exceptions based on the prices this past year on ebay and
elsewhere. Wow! Was I in for a surprise!

The Mecum auction was scheduled over five days. The Bonham auction, which has piggy
backed on the Mecum auction for years, was just one day. Mecum had hundreds of bikes of all
types, sizes, and condition with several private collections including the MC collection from
Sweden, which was over the top with all bikes selling at No Reserve! Bonham had just over 100
motorcycles with just a few drawing significant bids.
Chapter Members, Tom and George Banks, were also in Las Vegas for the auctions. When the
bidding started on a few of the interesting motorcycles and then ran off the expected bidding
scale, we all looked at each other and said in unison, “This is crazy money!” Well the crazy
money bidding continued not only for the high end bikes, but the bidding brought prices for
bikes that sold for thousands of dollars over projected prices. In fact, some of the bidding was so
fast that if one had a price in mind to start bidding, that price was past before one could open his
mouth. And the crazy money was everywhere, not with just a few bidders.
Some examples: 1939 Crocker Big Tank: $704,000!

1925 BMW R37: $220,000. 1912 Henderson Four: $302,500. 1923 ACE Four: $176,000. 1938
HD Knuckleheads: $132,000. 1968 Sportster XLCH: $16,500. 1948 HD Panhead $47,300.

1938 Indian Four: $88,000. 1981 Honda CBX $25,300. 1936 BSA Y13: $64,900. 1957 HD
Panhead $49,500. 1957 HD Sportster $33,000. 1969 Honda CB 750 (sandcast) $35,200. 1929
Cleveland Four: $154,000. 1957 HD Panhead: $49,500. 1937 Crocker Small Tank: $423,000.
But the most astonishing bid was at Bonhams for a 1938 Triumph Five Speed that was
documented to be owned by Steve McQueen. After opening bidding by a few folks, the bidding
got down to two bidders, one on the phone and one on a cell phone at home with his bidder in the
audience. I was standing behind the cell phone bidder and could see the guy’s face doing the
bidding. When he nodded, the bidder in the audience raised his hand. The bidding was very
spirited to say the least, and it went on for 20 minutes in $1,000 increments. The final bid of
$175,500 was the bidder on the cell phone. The crowd erupted in applause. I left shaking my
head. Nice bike but…
Of course it was my opinion that this bidding in Las Vegas this year was “crazy money.” But, it
wasn’t my money. What appeared to be crazy money to me, was “good money” to the winning
bidders. Especially the person who had the final bid on the Crocker above. Tom, George and I all
agreed that, absent some catastrophic financial collapse, every Sportster, Panhead, Knucklehead,
Honda and other brands that brought money above expectations this year will be up for auction
in droves next year. Just like the Triumph roll out about eight years ago, when the bidding on
Triumphs shot up from $5,000-$6,000 to $10,000-$13,000. Every Triumph sitting in a garage
was up for auction in Las Vegas the following year, only to see prices go flat. Now this is an
exaggeration, but it certainly seemed that way. It’s called supply and demand. When the supply
increases significantly, the price usually goes down. We’ll just have to wait and see.
Of course, I and others will return to the Las Vegas Auctions again next year with a chance to
see if our prediction was correct. But for the most part, I go to the auctions for entertainment and
to see old friends. Worth every penny!
Richard

Fun Fact
Information referenced from:
Pfeifer, Conrad. “AMA Sound Test Kit at Work.” American Motorcyclist. February 2019: 26.
The leading factor in animosity toward motorcycles is excessively loud sound, and many
attempts to regulate this have been used. Locally, the Middlesex Township Police Department in

Butler County, PA was one of the recipients of an AMA sound meter grant in 2017 which was
applied for to inform local riders about the ongoing issues regarding the effects of loud
motorcycles in local communities. The Middlesex Township Police Department are not only
using this to educate riders as to what an acceptable sound level is according to the AMA
guidelines; but, to also show the complainants (property owners) that perhaps the noise they are
complaining about are within the acceptable range. The Police Department is not using this for
the prosecution of noise ordinance violators; but instead, to be proactive in collecting data to
work in conjunction with the AMA’s mission to keep off-road riding areas open to the public.
Like most discussions, this has two sides….

Just for Grins

Escaped convicts or chapter members???????????

Just kidding, the real “Just for Grins” has been submitted by Richard Spagnolli:

Quote for Thought
“You must get involved to have an impact. No one is impressed with the won-lost record of the
referee.” ~ Napoleon Hill, American Author 1883-1970

AMCA ALLEGHENY MOUNTAIN CHAPTER, INC.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
STATUS: Please check one. N
 ew Member__________

Renewal _________

NAME:_________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________

CITY:__________________________________________________________________

ZIP:____________________ TELEPHONE:__________________________________

E-MAIL:_______________________________________________________________
Please return your application with $5 annual dues to:
Joseph Baird, Treasurer Allegheny Mountain Chapter, Inc.
921 Carlisle St.
Natrona Heights, PA 15065-1013
You will receive a membership card by return mail and will be added to our e-mail or regular
mailing lists. Thank you for joining.

